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Thirty-two faculty and staff from every University division coordinated the 12th 
annual Stockton Outdoor Adventure Retreat (SOAR), which ran Aug. 30-Sept. 1 at 
the YMCA Camp Ockanickon in Medford, N.J.

More than 230 freshmen and 44 upperclassmen participated in a low and high ropes 
challenge course, leadership team building, diversity awareness training, boating, 
swimming and archery. 

President Harvey Kesselman kicked off the first night with opening remarks before 
introducing the Faculty Band. Ten faculty and staff participants rode bikes about 40 
miles from the main Galloway campus to the camp. 

Jen Radwanski, associate director for Event Services and New Student Programs, 
runs SOAR. The program was also supported by the following faculty and staff: Sgt. 
Linda Kenny of Stockton Police; Laurie Dutton, director of the Women’s, Gender 
& Sexuality Center; Christy Cunningham, associate director of the Career Center; 
Shelly Meyers, associate professor of Education; Jason Babin, assistant director of 
Student Rights & Responsibilities; Luis Garcia, assistant professor of Health 
Science; Maralyn Mason, director of the Educational Opportunity Fund program; 
Jacob Helmeczi, assistant director of the Career Center; Sgt. Tracy Stuart of Stockton Police; Joe Thompson, assistant 

director of Student Development; Mark Adelung, 
assistant professor of Nursing; Joe Lizza, assistant 
director of Campus Center Operations & Programs; 
Maria Gallo, facility coordinator, Campus Center Op-
erations; Kristy Costa, facility coordinator, Campus 
Center Programs; Laurie Griscom, director of Events 
Services & Campus Center Operations; Craig 
Stambaugh, associate dean of Students; Lauren 
Wilson, assistant director of Student Development; 
Patrick Burns, assistant director of the Career Cen-
ter; Jeff Wakemen, director of Student Development; 
Gary Suhr, assistant supervisor of Building Repairs; 
Nate Morell, assistant director of Counseling Ser-
vices; Denise O’Neill, director of Residential Life; 
Jonathan Johnson, director of the Office of Commu-
nity Wellness & Health Education; Claudine Keenan, 
dean, School of Education; Kelly Keenan, associate 
professor of Chemistry; Elizabeth Pollock, associate 
professor of Chemistry;
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Left to right: Kristy Costa, facility coordinator, Campus Center Programs; Joe 
Lizza, assistant director of Campus Center Operations & Programs; Adrienne 
Parvin, graduate assistant; Maria Gallo, facility coordinator, Campus Center 
Operations; and Kelly Purcell, graduate assistant.
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Jess Bonnan-White, assistant professor of Criminal Justice, 
and her students recently developed a blog to assist emergen-
cy management and homeland security professionals.

The blog, #OspreysAssist, was designed to present practi-
tioners with academic research relevant to the practice of 
emergency management and to provide an opportunity for 
feedback, explained Bonnan-White.

“Academic translation—the process of taking peer-reviewed 
research and providing professionals with examples of prac-
tical application—has been identified as one of the key needs 
in our field to build a bridge between the valuable research 
being published and the very busy professionals in the field 
who may not have time to read academic literature or have 
access from an institution,” she explained.

Bonnan-White said the site was also designed for students who may be looking for targeted resources to start 
thinking about what they are interested in emergency management, and who want to understand how to turn aca-
demic literature into suggestions for practical service.

Students in her CRIM 3320: Homeland Security and CRIM 5508: Crisis, Emergency, and Disaster Management 
classes engaged in the project as part of their Service-Learning activities for several semesters and will continue 
again this academic year.

Bonnan-White received support from the Research & Professional Development Committee in Fall 2014 to de-
velop the project.

Bonnan-White, Students Create Emergency Management Blog

A screenshot of the blog, #OspreysAssist.
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http://jbwstocktonnj.wixsite.com/ospreysassist
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