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The security of undisbursed cash or cash-equivalents is of utmost concern. Funds should 
be kept safe in a locked cabinet in an office securely locked at night.  
 
Guidelines for Compensation to Research Participants 
 
There are no hard and fast rules about how much participants should or should not be 
paid. Participants should be paid enough to make up for their time and trouble, but not so 
much that their decision to volunteer or continue in a study is influenced by the amount 
being offered. Subjects should not see research participation as a way to make a living or 
regularly supplement their income. Large payments can suggest this possibility and can 
be coercive. 
 
Undue inducement is to be avoided. “Undue inducement” may be seen as inducement so 
high that were it not for the amount of the inducement, the participant would not enter the 
study, or the participant would withdraw from the study early, given his or her better 
judgment. Payment should not be entirely contingent upon the participant completing the 
entire study, as that may be coercive. Rather, payment should be structured to accrue as 
the study progresses. 
 
Payment types are limited to cash. Researchers must collect Participant Receipts and 
must maintain a Participant Payment Log for all research participants.  Both the Research 
Participant Payment (RPP) Log and the Research Participant Receipt Form (RPRF) link 
payments to individuals for reasons of fiscal accountability, while maintaining 
confidentiality of the research participants. 
 
These documents should be identified as confidential and will be processed in a 

https://stockton.edu/policy-procedure/documents/Participant-Payment-Log.xlsx
https://stockton.edu/policy-procedure/documents/Research-Participant-Receipt-Form.docx
https://stockton.edu/policy-procedure/documents/Research-Participant-Receipt-Form.docx
https://stockton.edu/policy-procedure/documents/Research-Participant-Receipt-Form.docx


https://stockton.edu/policy-procedure/documents/Research-Investigator-Certification-Participant-Payments.docx
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Anonymous Research 
 
In limited circumstances where completely anonymous research participation is 
necessary, the following provision permits a modification/exception to the above 
documentation and reporting requirements. To qualify for this exception, the research 

https://stockton.edu/policy-procedure/documents/procedures/6403.pdf
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