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Initial advocacy projects include addressing issues such as: sexual assault, sexual violence, 
and gender and sexual identities, including advocacy for additional gender-neutral bathrooms 
and gender-inclusive practices and policies on campus.  

“The center’s focus is on advocacy targeting specific family-friendly issues to make systemic 
changes transferable to the future workplace. It is a practical effort to build consciousness of the 
importance of the changing landscape of gender-based issues,” explained Dr. Kristin Jacobson, 
associate professor of Literature and co-chair of the Faculty Senate Task Force. 

The WGSC will recruit and supervise campus advocates called, “Osprey Advocates.” These 
specially trained volunteers support individuals of sexual assault through various methods, 
including forensic exams, medical systems, police, or campus hearing board and legal 
proceedings. The Osprey Advocates provide peer support and empowerment, access to 
resources, and information about rights and options to survivors.  

Since spring 2013, more than 75 Osprey Advocates have been trained in the national 
certification program. Currently, 10 advocates are actively volunteering on campus, while some 
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In the spring of 2013, faculty and staff responded to student requests for such a center on 
campus and prompted a formal call to action by the Stockton community. An ad hoc committee 
of faculty, staff, students and community members composed an initial proposal for the center. 
A Faculty Senate Task Force was formed in January of 2014 to further review the center’s 
mission, responsibilities and required resources. The task force presented a final proposal to the 
Faculty Senate which was approved in May 2014. Stockton University President Herman 
Saatkamp approved the approach in June 2014.  

“This project really began with the students - this is their success,” Dr. Jacobson said. “The 
students performed the advocacy and worked through the institutional channels. We as faculty 
and staff members simply supported their seeking of a sustainable resource to provide to the 
campus community.”    

Stockton University joins seven of its sister schools in New Jersey that have women’s centers, 
including Rowan University, The College of New Jersey and Montclair State University.  
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