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Galloway, NJ – The Richard Stockton College of New Jersey honored fallen heroes and all who 
served their country in a series of Veterans Day events today. 

Stockton employee Jose “Nick�
ID 1d 
the ceremony, along with the Somers Point Post 352 Legion Riders motorcycle group, with 
whom Santana rode. 

Michael Merlino, vice president of the Legion Riders, noted that veterans are treated with 
respect at Stockton today, in contrast to the reception returning Vietnam vets received at 
colleges 45 years ago. He said retired Vietnam vets “made it their promise not to let future vets 
go through what they went through – and Nick was a part of that.” 

He said Santana went on “honor missions,” welcoming home returning vets or escorting their 
bodies home for burial. “Nick Santana made a difference,” he said, encouraging the audience to 
make a difference with their lives. 

President Herman Saatkamp noted in opening remarks that Stockton was honored to 
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be named as “Best for Vets: Colleges 2014” by the Military Times today. “We are known 


