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Coalition for Civic Engagement. 

Ben Peoples, a Political Science major who co-founded the coalition with Lucide, is a 
student member of the college’s Board of Trustees. Peoples said the volunteers wanted 
to “give people the opportunity to go to the polls and vote for candidates they think will 
support what they believe.” 

Down at Maine and Atlantic avenues in the city’s Inlet section, 43 student volunteers 
including members of Stockton’s WaterWatch group and Anthropology Associate 
Professor Laurie Greene planted 2000 American Beach Grass plants. Their job was to 
“try to stabilize the beachhead here,” after Hurricane Sandy washed away the rocks and 
landscaping, Greene said. 

The CRDA donated the dune grass and provided the services of a landscaper who gave 
the volunteers a quick lesson on how to plant it, according to Jon Bitzer of the CRDA’s 
Special Improvement District division, who was coordinating planting projects around the 
city. 

Many of the students at the dune-grass planting were freshmen and this was their first 
time in Atlantic City. 

“It’s beautiful here on the water,” said Julie Eller, a freshman Biology major in the Honors 
program from Caldwell, in Essex County. The Honors program includes a Service-
Learning requirement, so volunteering was a g
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