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receiving specialized security training, he conducted numerous special operations missions
overseas. Much of his work has been influenced by the transformative events he experienced
while deployed, he said.

He earned his MFA from the New York Academy of Art in May 2015, and currently lives in
Brooklyn, N.Y. During his time at the Academy, he received the Academy Scholarship, the New
Jersey Heart of a Hero Scholarship and was awarded a summer residency in Moscow. His work
was recently published in an acclaimed book, “The Figure.”

“Painting Stockton’s presidents was an honor in which | took great pleasure,” Raczkowski
said. “By the end of the project, | felt as if | have known each of them personally, as if we were
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Other speakers will include: State Sen. Christopher Connors, R- 9" a 1978 Stockton graduate;
state Sen. James Whelan, D- 2" President George A. Pruitt of Thomas Edison State
University; Michael Klein, executive director of the N.J. Association of State Colleges and
Universities; and Richard Dovey, chair of the University Foundation and a member of Stockton’s
first graduating class of 1975.

Faculty Senate President Brian Tyrrell and Student Senate President Maryam Sarhan will offer
their groups’ salutations. Board Chair Deininger will serve as the host and provide welcoming
and closing remarks.

For more information and to RSVP to attend the inauguration, visit
Stockton.edu/president/inauguration.
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