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Galloway Township, NJ-  Nina Totenberg, award-winning legal affairs correspondent for 
National Public Radio, was the keynote speaker for The Richard Stockton College of New 
Jersey’s annual celebration of Constitution Day on Sept. 17.  

Totenberg’s presentation, “The Supreme Court and You,” shared behind-the--   

Totenberg praised Stockton’s work to “celebrate the great, founding document we live by.” 

The NPR reporter began by humanizing the elusive United States Supreme Court Justices. She 
told tales of former Chief Justice William Rehnquist measuring snow to settle an inside bet 
between the justices; described Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg as a “savvy operator” when  

“There is no access to similar notes now,” Totenberg segued. “I have been covering the Court 
longer than any of the United States Supreme Court Justices have been sitting on the Court... 
and the Court is always changing.”  

Totenberg discussed how covering the institution has changed since she began reporting in 
1968, contrasting Tinker v. Des Moines in 1969 on public school students’ constitutional rights,  
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with the BONG HiTS 4 JESUS (Morse v. Frederick) case on suppressing free speech by 
students that promotes drug use in 2007, as well as Brown v. Board of Education and 
subsequent rulings.  

 “Most of the issues in the 1960s were related to civil rights, such as interracial marriage and 


