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Galloway Township, NJ - “The deepest satisfaction of all is knowing that our short time on this 
earth has been well spent, and that it mattered,” AtlantiCare CEO David Tilton today told the 
first graduating class to receive Master’s and Doctoral degrees from what is now Stockton 
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“One of the great ironies of life is that money and recognition are usually a result of doing 
meaningful work, not the other way around.” Tilton said. “Success can’t make you truly happy, 
but happiness very often leads to success.” 

He noted that he had been fortunate to find out what he wanted to do early in life.  

“I found my meaningful work by chance,” he explained. “I was lucky that at a very young age my 



-continued from page 2- 

continued. “Our new name and designation signifies Stockton’s continuing development as a 
distinguished institution of higher learning and reflects our growing academic programs of 
excellence – at the baccalaureate, master’s and doctoral levels.   

“We are recognized in New Jersey -- and continue to grow regionally and nationally -- as a high- 
value, high-quality institution.” 
 
Acting President Kesselman closed his introductory remarks by telling the graduates, “The 
Stockton spirit of education and values will carry you a long way.  When you leave this 
graduation today, do not forget the lessons learned at Stockton in building communities, and in 
joining hands.  You are our hope and our best future.” 

Joseph M. Johnson was the student speaker and told about “the overwhelming sense of 
community” he has experienced since his first day as an undergraduate at Stockton, when he 
had just moved to New Jersey from Florida. He received his M.S. in Computational Science 
today, having earned a Bachelor of Science in Computational Science with a concentration in 
Biology in May 2013. Johnson plans to continue his studies in a doctoral program where he will 
be doing research in neurological systems. 

“One of the greatest things about Stockton is that the support doesn’t stop after your first 
introduction to the University,” he said. “Day or night, weekday or weekend, there is always 
someone here who is willing to talk to you and help you in any way that you need. The bonds 
that we have formed with faculty, staff and our fellow students will last far beyond this day. 

“When you leave here today, know that you bring with you all of those memories and all of those 
people who helped you along the way,” Johnson continued. “We face tough times in the world, 
but don’t let that deter you from making the most of your life. Do what you love and take time out 
of your day to talk and laugh with the people who matter most to you. Remember who and what 
got you here, and always preserve that motivation you obtained to earn this moment. We may 
all come from different walks of life, but we are all one Stockton family.”  

Johnson, a Galloway resident who has served as a Residential Assistant at Stockton, is 
currently working on a model to predict retention in housing for the benefit of the Stockton 
community. 

Dr. Kristin Jacobson, Associate Professor of Literature, was the grand marshal at the ceremony. 
Joseph Sramaty, a resident of Forked River who will receive a B.A. in Vocal Music from the 
School of Arts and Humanities on Saturday, sang both the national anthem and the alma mater, 
“Our Stockton.”  

Dr. Susan Davenport, Interim Provost, presented the graduate degree candidates to Dr. 
Kesselman, and they received their hoods from Dr. Lewis Leitner, Dean of the School of 
Graduate and Continuing Studies. The ritual of hooding dates to medieval times, when 
distinctive hoods and gowns first distinguished between academic levels and also kept scholars 
warm in drafty universities.  

Stockton awarded degrees in 14 graduate programs today in the university’s fourth spring 
graduation ceremony for Master’s and Doctoral graduates. The growing graduate program 
awarded its first degrees in 1999 with a Master’s in Business Studies, and the first doctoral 
program, in Physical Therapy, was approved in 2006.  
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