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Praise vocal group, and a tribute, “The Women of Selma,” performed by Afro-One Dance, 
Drama and Drum Theatre, Inc. 
 
Hamer was a civil rights activist who helped organize the Mississippi Freedom Summer voter 
registration drive for the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee in 1964. She also helped 
found the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party to oppose her state’s all-white delegation at 
the 1964 Democratic Convention in Atlantic City. Hamer, who died in 1977, brought 
Mississippi’s civil rights struggle to the national stage during a televised speech at the 
convention.  
 
Her speech galvanized millions of viewers, who heard how African-Americans were being 
denied the right to vote in various states through intimidation and illegal tests and poll taxes. As 
a result, two MFDP delegates were given the right to speak at the convention and the other 
members were seated as guests. 
 
The symposium continues Stockton’s tradition of bringing informative educational programs that 
speak to the life and legacy of Hamer to the university and the wider community. 
 
The event is sponsored by the Africana Studies Program, Unified Black Students Society, Office 
of the Provost, Office of the President, Office of Institutional Diversity and Equity and the Social 
Work Program.  
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