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“When I was a freshman in high school, I didn’t think I was going to college,” Luna said. “Then 
being in the program opened doors for me, career-wise.” 
 
She said she was motivated in part by the chance to earn points by attending Champions 
sessions, which lead special to trips at the end of each year. Luna said she was able to visit 
California, Boston, New York and Paris.  
 
The program’s community service projects also kept her interested, including helping with beach 
cleanups and at Sister Jean’s Kitchen, which provides food for the under-privileged in Atlantic 
City. 
 
Luna graduated from the teacher education program at Stockton Sunday and also has worked 
at Stockton’s Office of Student Affairs.  
 
The college will continue the Stockton Champions of Youth’s affiliation with the Boys and Girls 
Club’s Youth of the Year program.  In three of the of the past five years, the NJ Boys and Girls 
Club State Youth of the Year has come from the Atlantic City club and in each case the winner 
was part of the Champions of Youth program. The NJ winner is chosen from among 85,000 club 
members statewide, and the winner receives a $22,000 scholarship. 

Sparkle Prevard, the current Boys and Girls Club Youth of the Year, will be competing for the 
state title on June 3. Prevard will be attending Stockton as a freshman this fall. 

The Stockton Champions of Youth program serves 30-40 high school students per year for a 
total of about 320 students since its inception, Everett said. He was a teacher and guidance 
counselor at Atlantic City High School for 32 years and has been running the Champions 
program since it began. He will now work out of Stockton’s main facility in Atlantic City, the 
Carnegie Center.  
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