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Galloway Township , NJ - Stephen Dunn, winner of the Pulitzer Prize in poetry and a Stockton 
Distinguished Professor Emeritus of Creative Writing, told graduates at today’s morning 
commencement: “What’s next for you should involve taking a chance on your ability to navigate 
the crooked road.” 
 
 “I was the first in my family to go to college and had I not gotten a basketball scholarship, that 
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He also said other plausible reasons were “that I was good at only two things: basketball and 
writing, and when my jumpshot started to fail, I was left with writing.” 
 
“Another, the less serious one, is that I discovered my writing little love poems to girls to get 
them to like me occasionally worked  -  I learned that poetry could be efficacious,” Dunn said. 
 
He went on to talk about the fact that many graduates “are in the limbo world of What Next? 
And having been in that world, and also having taught at Stockton for over 35 years, I have no 
doubt that most of you are prepared for What Next, which means you are ready for the 
inevitable crooked path that awaits you.” 
 
Dunn told the graduates he was “more interested in your souls than in your successes in the 
big, demanding world of money and commerce, though the state of your souls may be very 
much related to such success. I’m not thinking about soul in a religious way, but, if you will allow 
the distinction, more so in a spiritual way.” 
 
“The soul is character’s grid, its underpinning,” he continued. … 
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“Our future depends upon building communities of respect and honor,” he continued. “Later in 
this ceremony, we will continue a tradition established by our students some years ago.  We will 
join hands and sing our alma mater.  This represents the Stockton spirit that was our founding 
principle.  The joining of hands and raising them high is a symbol of our willingness to work with 
one another, to join together on important issues, and to resolve problems in a positive way 
regardless of our differences.” 
 
“The Stockton spirit of education and values will carry you a long way,” said Dr. 
Kesselman.  “When you leave this graduation today, do not forget the lessons learned at 
Stockton in building communities, in joining hands with others who may have different 
backgrounds and different views.  You are our hope and our best future.” 
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“Congratulations, Class of 2014. Now go climb some mountains!” Wance said.  

The salutatorian was Morgan Sinclair of Chadds Ford, PA, a fellow Speech Pathology and 
Audiology major. 

Dunn, who won the 2001 Pulitzer Prize for “Different Hours,” was presented with a Doctor of 
Humane Letters by Dean Pappas, vice chairman of the Board of Trustees. 

 “Thank you, I always wanted one of these,” Dr. Dunn said. 

Dr. Richard Berry, associate professor of Speech Pathology and Audiology


