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to collaborate, and mutual trust and
respect.5 Innovative curricula are needed
that promote interprofessional collabo-
ration and have been advocate
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RESuLTS

Four focus groups involving 22 students
(overall class size = 50) were conducted
over 2 days; 15% of participants were
male (overall class is 27% male).
Ethnicities represented in the focus
group were as follows: 35% white, 35%
Asian, 10% Hispanic, and 20% other
(overall class ethnicity distribution is
38% white, 26% Asian, 25% Hispanic,
1% Black and 10% other). Mean age of
participants was 24.7 years (mean age
of class was 24.1 years). Theme analysis

by the three coders indicated theme
saturation. Each of the three coders
identified between one and five themes
per question. After the discussion, each
question was associated with a range of
two to five themes for the two sets of
students (see Table 2 a/b). Member
checking confirmed that no important
themes were missed.

IPGC�Focus�Group�Theme
Findings�
Within the IPGC group, students indi-
cated they learned most about the roles

of OT and PT, less about pharmacy, and
least about physicians during their IPE
sessions. They were surprised by the lack
of understanding and knowledge of PA
roles and their need to explain the PA
roles to other professions including fac-
ulty. During the IPGC experience, they
also reported learning more about their
own professional roles within the health
care team. Narratives reflecting these
themes are provided below:

“Definitely agree that I learned the
most from PT and OT interactions
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combined...before this activity, 
I had no idea…which patients to
refer to what profession…”

“I encountered a faculty member
yesterday who seemed to not really
know what PA school was about.
And I was a little surprised 
by that…”

“I was surprised that my medical
student didn’t know what a 
PA was.” 

PA students expressed growth in and
confidence about their own knowledge
of their role in the health care team in
comparison with (first year) medical 
students, as follows: 

“The med student that I worked
with was surprised about how
much we knew.”

“The med student actually relied on
me…we are kind of a team.”

“My medical student was a first-

year student. He was a little
timid…I was a little surprised... it
was a good opportunity to share
with him what we do…even try to
help him out.” 

The IPGC group expressed conflicting
feelings about the geriatric setting for
IPE. It was particularly challenging for
the team-based model because of cogni-
tive impairment of patients, necessitat-
ing coordinated efforts at obtaining con-
sistent histories. And yet, this very
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