






team (other than physicians) during PA training. Perhaps the
small amount of exposure to interprofessional teams at the 2
programs is insufficient to maintain the positive IPE attitudes
seen at matriculation, but additional studies are needed to

test that possibility. A previous study soliciting PA student
views on IPE curricula suggested that IPE is most effective
when delivered within clinical settings involving direct patient
care in which faculty observation and feedback are pro-
vided.18–20 The measurement of outcomes of IPE should be
matched to the learning objectives and may involve team
Objective Structured Clinical Examinations or observation
feedback from trained faculty.21,22

Additional studies have suggested that the use of stan-
dardized patients in the implementation of IPE curricula also
has a positive effect from students’ perspectives. Increasing
use of standardized patients throughout the didactic com-
ponent of program curricula and clinical experiences that
involve team-based practicemightmaintain the positivity that
accompanies matriculating students.23

Strengths of this study include simultaneous administration
and data collection from 2 independent yet comparable PA
programs, high response rates, and use of 2 validated scales.
Limitations include the cross-sectional nature of the study,
which therefore does not reflect attitude change in the same
cohort of students.Our studyalsohighlights the importanceof
conducting multi-institutional studies within the PA pro-
fession, because the class size of most programs is limited to
50, making sample size and subgroup analysis a challenge.
Future multi-institutional studies that incorporate a larger
sample size and additional professions would be beneficial.
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