Murphy V. Ciattarelli: A Dramatic Sea Change Unlikely
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Writin_ 1t into the state’s _overnin_ charter would A uarantee that New Jersey voters would
be the ultimate decision-makers for the state’s leader and would not be unduly swayed —
either bene 1cial or detrimental — by ato; of the ticket national candidate.

By and lar_e, the decision; roved to be a wise one. Presidential landshides have lost
momentum by the time New Jersey chooses a _ overnor a year later, e/ ectively cly 1 in_ the



massed 1n horrific conditions at the southern border 1s bound to have an 1m; act.

he Ciattarell1 cam; a1 n was buoyed by two recent olls showin_ thathe had ained
nsiderable round on Mury hy, closin_ a double-di_1tlead once held by the  overnor and
. estin_ the contest was much more comy etitive than inits initial sta_es.

(N

Jne of the olls was a Re] ublican cam; a1_n survey and, like all cam; ai_ n commissioned
1 olls, the favorable results should be viewed with some ske? ticism.

Des) ite some rumblin  and criticism over Mur) hy’s res) onse to the; andemic, he’s
mana_ed to maintain; ublic su; ; ort for his mask wearin. mandate and vaccination
1 rotocol.

Ciattarelli’s o ; osition, framed as a matter of individual r1_hts and liberties, has left him
vulnerable and on the wron_ side of ; ublic o7 1n1on.

Moreover, his muddled and dubious ex; lanation for attendin_ a “;
suy 1 ort of Trumy s insistence that Biden's election was ille_1t1
Mur) hy’s assertions of hisbein_ a Trum ca; tive.

While New Jersey has become one of the most reliable Democr
oters have demonstrated an inde; endent — 1f not downri_ht
ubernatorial contests.

)fthe nine _overnors elected since 1
And, since 1 77, only incumbent Re; ublicans have won second t

The o/ year ubernatorial election systemislar_ely res; onsible
nature of the contests, demonstratin_ that voters can easily; ut aside t
whoever the resident 1s and concentrate on closer to home 1ssues whe
decision.

While this year has altered the landsca; e somewhat in terms of ; residen
dramatic sea chan_e 1s unlikely.

Carl Golden 1s a senior contributin, analyst with the William J. Hu_ hes Cen
Policy at .
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