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If anything, his decision to punt the entire issue to a 2020 referendum was overdue.  It
was apparent for months that opposition had hardened, minds would not be changed and
another of Gov. Phil Murphy’s signature campaign issues failed to attract majority
support in a Legislature controlled by his party.

Persuading a handful of Senators (three or four, according to reports) to support
legalization proved beyond both the governor and Sweeney, although suggestions were
plentiful that the Senate President was less than forceful in lobbying his colleagues,
undismayed over the prospect of a defeat for the governor.

Characterizing Sweeney’s decision as collateral damage in the war between the governor,
the Senator and prominent South Jersey political figure George Norcross is a convenient
cop out.  The legislation was swamped in choppy waters long before the intra-party
dispute broke out.

Despite broad public support for legalizing possession for personal use, approval was
always problematic and was eventually doomed by a combination of deep differences of
opinion over implementing it and unanticipated but strong opposition from law
enforcement, members of the clergy, public health organizations and legislators who
believed the idea of government-sanctioned drug use was unacceptable public policy.

The prolonged debate was marked by persistent wrangling over licensing of producers
and commercial outlets, tax rates, allocation of revenue, location of sales sites, and
creation of a state regulatory agency to oversee the program.

Each effort to re-write the proposal to satisfy one group led invariably to unhappiness
and opposition from a different quarter.

It became a near hopeless task to produce legislation acceptable to all interested parties
while convincing undecided legislators to overcome their misgivings.
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