


The perceived lack of energy and enthusiasm has produced low turnout expectations, with some suggesting it will fall well below 50 percent of

the 5.65 million registered voters.

To support their predictions and as evidence of voter indi�erence, they point to polling data showing that with the election less than three weeks

o�, upwards of 30 percent of respondents admit they are not su�ciently knowledgeable about either candidate to arrive at a �rm conclusion.

The task for Guadagno, though, is a daunting one. Murphy’s lead has never fallen into single digits and his fundraising has quadrupled hers,

opening the way for him to launch a saturation advertising blitz in the �nal two weeks of the campaign.

Moreover, Guadagno’s association with Gov. Chris Christie remains a drag on her candidacy, costing her — according to some — as much as �ve

to six points in support.

The political center is a powerful force and has often been the deciding factor in statewide elections.

The center, however, is not stationary. It moves either left or right according to issues as they develop or as government grapples with them.

It does not normally move to the ideological fringes, and history’s political landscape is littered with the dashed hopes of candidates who ran

from the extremes.

It appears, though, that this year’s gubernatorial race will lean more heavily and be decided on shared ideology than on broad-based centrist

appeal.
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