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Devastating fallout for Christie. Why didn't he see
lunacy in the scheme? | Opinion

Carl Golden: "Taking on the news media  economically wounded as it is  was
nonsensical in the extreme." (Ed Murray | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com)

Huddling with legislative leaders to craft secret deals, one of which would relax ethical guidelines so the governor could sign a 
book contract, understandably outraged the public

As political blunders go, this one was a beaut!  

First, convene a secret meeting with legislative leaders to structure a deal to award $10 million in salary increases to dozens 
of state and local officials in return for repealing a law to permit the governor to reap profits from a book deal while still in 
office.  

Second, remove the statutory mandate that the government purchase advertising space in newspapers to inform 
constituents of pending actions and justify it as a cost-savings measure.

Third, accomplish all of it in the final week of the current legislative session during the run-up to the busiest holiday season 
of the year.  

Clearly missing from the meetings between the governor and legislative leaders was a rational mind, one that would have 
prompted warnings that the entire scheme was sheer lunacy and would produce a popular backlash that would reflect poorly 
on everybody involved. 
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The entire plan collapsed, crushed by outraged legislators whose offices were besieged by  constituents angry over the 

money grab and the casual brushing aside of a longstanding ethics law that prohibits a governor from receiving income 

beyond the office's annual salary.  

Even the newspaper business - struggling under economic pressures and supposedly losing its clout to influence events - 

rose up, flexed its remaining muscles, and defeated what came to be called Christie's "newspaper revenge" bill.  

The entire exercise could not have worked out worse for the administration and the legislative leadership of both parties.

The salary increase and book-deal legislation never made it to the floor of the Assembly and any further action on the 

revenge bill was put off until the 2017 session.

Translation: Stick a fork in them; they're done.  

For Christie, the fallout was swift and devastating. It represented a stinging defeat, underscoring his lame-duck status as 

well as a job-approval rating bouncing around in the mid-teens.
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