


Despite some in the Democratic Party who attributed her defeat in part to having lost touch with a great many
Americans, Clinton and her campaign sought to blame outside inģuences, singling out FBI Director James
Comey for revealing 11 days prior to the election that his agency had discovered additional e-mails and were
investigating to determine their relevance. Less than a week before the polls opened, Comey said nothing of
importance was found.

Blaming him was like blaming the Johnstown ģood on a leaky toilet in Altoona.

It is no small irony that Trump, who took every opportunity to remind his audiences that he was very rich and
achieving wealth was his life’s passion, related so well to those who would never reach his Ģnancial height.

He was, though, one of them.He showed up at his appearances wearing a baseball cap, said that political
correctness lay at the heart of the nation’s ills, and promised his success in the business world would lead to a
return to national greatness.

And, the media missed it all.

Reporters, commentators and analysts ridiculed Trump, assailed him and his supporters as driven by bigotry
and racism.They questioned his intellect, his understanding of complex foreign policy issues, and sneeringly
predicted his candidacy would collapse as his deĢciencies become more glaring.

Their view was summed up by a New York Times columnist who said Trump’s support consisted of people who
would “vote their gene pool.”In other words, he appealed to voters too intellectually shortchanged to heed
more intelligent people who knew what was best for them.

The comment bespoke an arrogance that blinded it to the forces inģaming the country and seeking an
outlet.That outlet was a thrice-married New York City billionaire who never served in elected or appointed
ofĢce.

The media has missed stories before, of course, though none with the global impact of a Trump presidency, and
will at some point emerge from its funk. When it does, it would do well to remember its core mission as
purveyors of information, rather than messengers of ideology.
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