


Booker already had an ad up for weeks, featuring him standing in front of a slogan, “Common 
Ground”, talking about his willingness to work with anyone to help New Jersey.

And he left that debate, which aired Sunday on ABC stations in New York and Philadelphia, with 
another commercial on Jersey values, intended to contrast his views with some of the opinions 
Bell set forth in a 2012 book “The Case for Polarized Politics: Why America Needs Social 
Conservatism.”

If as Bell suggests, Booker remains better known as a friend of billionaire Mark Zuckerberg than as 
a Washington player, it is also true that the former Newark mayor has only been in the capital 
since last year. He was appointed to the unexpired term of the late Sen. Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ), 
then beat rightwing Republican Steve Lonegan in a special election.

The current contest is for a full six-year term, and whoever wins will still be a junior senator in 
what is likely to remain a gridlocked Congress, with everything revolving around the 2016 
presidential election.

Against that background, the self-image the Booker campaign is trying to present is of a 
reasonable man, willing to work with the other party in an era when a dysfunctional Congress 
finds little favor in public opinion polls.

Bell’s message is that he worked for Ronald Reagan, and even worked with Democrats in an 
attempt to forge immigration reform. But his main talking point is a bit offbeat, returning 
America to the gold standard.
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The trend in the Stockton polls has been even better for Booker. The incumbent’s favorables have 
been creeping up, and his negatives are lower than Bell’s. In the latest edition, more respondents 
were unfamiliar with Bell, 37 percent, than had a favorable view of him, 35 percent.


