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Since then Mr. Kean has been the vice chairman of the National Committee on United States-China 

Relations for years and is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations.

“I can’t tell you how many times I’ve been to China,” Mr. Kean said.

His civic life has also included domestic and local concerns, such as chairing the 9/11 Commission, 

leading the board of the Carnegie Corporation of New York and heading a New Jersey education reform 

group. A former Essex County resident, Mr. Kean also supports the arts and parks in Newark.

“He’s still busy,” said Carl Golden, senior contributing analyst at the Richard Stockton College of New 

Jersey and Mr. Kean’s former press secretary, about his old boss. “He’s what people in public life and 

service should be about.”

Earlier this month, Mr. Kean attended the Aspen Ideas festival conference in Colorado, while Gov. Chris 

Christie was in Aspen with other Republican governors last Wednesday and Thursday.

“They told me he’s coming and I said I’m going,” Mr. Kean said.
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