


happen so you can observe it to test a theory. Since movement showed you were still alive, 
movement suggested life (including rivers, winds, etc.) - hence a lot of animistic beliefs. Thales may 
have simply extended this idea to objects normally considered inanimate, such as lodestones. 
According to Plutarch, Anaximenes maintained air (cloud, mist, etc.) was the sole element 
(compressed or expanded) of the world, since air is cold when compressed and hot when 


