


speaker of a foreign language, and also look longer at a
speaker with a native-sounding accent than at a speaker
with a foreign accent (Kinzler, Dupoux & Spelke, 2007).
A few months later, at age 10 months, monolingual
infants prefer to interact with a speaker of their native
language than with a speaker of a foreign language
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Individual factors affecting children’s social preferences

A set of exploratory analyses was conducted to investi-
gate individual factors that contribute to children’s
language-based social preferences. First, correlations
were computed to investigate the relationships between
children’s choices on the two types of trials. Monolin-
gual children who endorsed the monolingual speaker
over the bilingual speaker were also more likely to
endorse the dominant speaker over the non-dominant
speaker, r(18) = .47, p = .028. A similar pattern was
observed amongst bilingual children,r(18) = .44, p =
.051. Thus, children’s preferences on the two trial types
were predictive of each other.

Next, we investigated whether individual bilingual
children’s relative exposure to each language could
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